
Story Writing 
Insights 

About methods of story writing and story telling. Semiotics. 

Psychology. Aesthetics. Meaning and interpretation of a 

literary work. Drama. Script writing. 

 

Story Writing Map  

Dramatic, value based story writing. Values at Stake. Story 

has to be based and contained within a Framework of Values. 

Choices character makes. Justification of actions must contain 

free well of characters based on their VALUES. People make 

decisions based on their VALUES. Of course, they based 

their decisions on beliefs, but beliefs about VALUES, not 

about things that don't matter to them. 

 

Dramatic is always based on values at stake. Emotions come 

from values, but also values often come from emotions. The 

two system provide continuous feedback to each other. That's 

important for story structure and plot.        



 

• Dramatic is based on VALUES. It is VALUES based 

story writing, where situations are selected and around 

which the tensions are constructed. 

• You have to have Framework of VALUES to work 

within. 

• Determine the VALUES at Stake. 

• Even fiction stories, and characters have their axiomatic 

systems, their systems of beliefs they act upon, and 

their free will. You, as a writer, must give to your 

characters all these. You have to show that in the story 

plot as well. The motivations for actions and actions of 

your characters have to be justified in the framework of 

values they fight for. You have to know and show on 

which VALUES your characters base their decision. 

• Hence, ordinary, simple physical actions can have 

significant implications for characters and story line, 

because they embed the values about and within them. 

Actions have to be always within the VALUES 

coordinates. 

• VALUES are what is important. What people believe, 

perceive is important to them, will drive their actions, 

and make your story real. People will base their belief 

(axiomatic) system on these truths and action on them 

• People make their decision based on VALUES, beliefs 

about VALUES they have, no matter whether beliefs 

are perceived as true, really true, scientific or not, or if 

they guesses, emotions based, or from experience. 

Beliefs about VALUES may be proven, in the past, or 

just accepted as true by feeling, intuition or even partial 

previous experience. 



And, of course, once you discover the truth, try to 

communicate the message you want about it in the best 

possible way. That's the art. 

 

A short story must have single mood and every sentence must 

build towards it.” ~ Edgar Allan Poe 

 

You never have to change anything you got up in the middle 

of the night to write.” ~ Saul Bellow 

 

Find a subject you care about and which you in your heart feel 

others should care about. It is this genuine caring, not your 

games with language, which will be the most compelling and 

seductive element in your style.” ~ Kurt Vonnegut 

 

The ones who say "You can't" and "You won't" are probably 

the ones scared that "You will". 

 

 

How Writers Can Write About Anything. The 

Uniqueness of Style, the Accuracy of Expressions - 

Writing a Story.  

So, how writers, artists, can write about any thing around? 

Contrast that with the fact civil engineers can write about 

bridges (technical aspects), electrical engineers publish papers 

only about electromagnetic fields and electrical circuitry,  

cooks write about recipes, chemists about chemistry. How, 

then, fiction writers can chose any topic and then write about 

it? What is the common thing for all them, the common 

framework that allows them to create works of art within it? 

Moreover, why writer's works are often real page turners, and 

why we like to read them at all (while we get bored with an 

engineering or physics text)? 

 

The answer is, the writers write about VALUES, about human 

values, about the things that matter to us, about what we value, 

the aspects of our human experience, emotional, moral. That's 

the framework an artist, writer works within. Hence, as long as 

any discipline scientific, or engineering for instance, affects our 

experience as humans, our values, morals, emotions, it can be 

topic for a writer to explore it from that point of view (and not 

from technical or physics laws point of view). That's why 

writers have huge spectrum of topics to write about. It is the 

human value that is common to all those topics. Civil 

engineering may not have too much in common with electrical 

engineering, but both have a common human dimension of 

their inventions or discoveries. That dimension is what is 

writing all about. 

 

A scientific paper about a physics discovery, full of formulas 

and technical terms is, for most of us boring. Why? Because, 

even it may be very important paper, the human values are not 

described in it. Some, of course can recognize the value (social, 

moral, economic) but that's not enough for wider public. If a 

scientist throw in the paper some dramatic scenarios, where 

human values are at stake, where dramatic events stir our 

emotions, based on the usage of that discovery, or a few 

characters that somehow experience the discovery in physics, 

the reader's imagination, (including that of wide audience!) will 

be captured and a paper will be a page turner. Because, we 

want to know what will happen ”if...". 



 

This framework, the framework of what matters to us, to 

others, what we value, can serve to eliminate the writers block 

as well. Pick the topic around, a situation where we weighed 

what's right what's wrong, something that bothers us, or others, 

a burning question we think about. A behavior, motivation of 

actions, the choices of people we encounter during the day.  

Having this framework in mind, all those literary techniques 

fall in their place now, for you. Metaphors, allegory, tips and 

techniques from other writers. Just add the sentence, "how this 

relate to what we value, what matters to us" to all those tips 

and techniques, and you will see how that can marvelously fit 

in your writing. 

 

My tips :) 

 

While reading the tales from Edgar Allan Poe.  

 

The value of a story, or a movie, is in what and how the writer, 

move maker described the human experience, the values, the 

fight for values, that cannot be described in another way. Our 

human condition depends on our perception what's going on 

with things we value. In every good story plot also has no other 

way to go in order to make story believable and logical. That is 

almost always the case with any good work of art. And that's 

where the enjoyment of reading the story is, where the 

originality and artistic strength of the author is. That's where 

the discovery is, from the author's and from the reader's side. 

That's the reason you read the book as well. 

 

You read a book not to "apply" in real life what you have read, 



like you may want to do with engineering or  physics text. 

You read for pure enjoyment of style that describes the 

values, human experiences, morals, events that have 

emotional charge. And also you can, most likely, appreciate 

the craft of the talented writer. 

 

 

You can not build a bridge, from reading, say, Poe's "The 

Tale-Tale Heart", but, you can not find anywhere else that 

kind of insight into human nature and human experiences, that 

can be told in any other way. 

 

Hence, the writer knows what is he/she writing about. That's 

why they say "write about the thing you know best". 

 

The necessity of plot sequence is required for effective, real 

story message. 

 

"American Beauty" shows how every sentence matters. Every 

step in a plot has a purpose to build overall message. Plot is 

built within the framework of intended message. Plot needs 

step to justify required actions that convey message and 

values that matter.  

 

[ Edgar Allan Poe, E. A. Poe, story analysis, story writing, 

story writing tips, style, writing styles,  ] 

 

An Update on a Known Advice for Story Writing - 

Write About the Things You Know the Best  

It is true that you should write about the things you know the 

best. But, you may know engineering the best, or quantum 

chemistry, or nuclear physics. That won't win wide readers 

audience. Here is the update. You should write about the things 

you know the best and the things that have significant human 

value, emotional, moral or social impact. The story about a 

nuclear physics discovery positioned in a specific social setting 

of a potential big social impact would be a way to go. 

 

[  story writing, story writing tips, story telling,  style, writing 

styles, screenplay writing, screenplay  ] 

 

 

Random Notes About Writing, Acting, Human 

Values, MS Word Spell Checker etc  

*  Actors do not act to convince you in a validity of a physics 

law or of a mathematical theorem proof. They act as to show 

and demonstrate what matters to humans under the specified 

circumstances. The circumstance may be fictional but 

messages sent and emotions you experience are real. To me, 

main question an actor asks himself is how the story is 

important to the character, why it matters to him. 

 

*  MS Word spell checker should include words that are 

misspelled because of the proximity of letters on the keyboard, 

and not only the words similar by meaning or dictionary 

definition.  

 

* Door lock and key are matter of engineering. Who, why, 

when opens the door is a matter of  sociology, psychology, 



morale.. 

 

* Context, that gives a contextual meaning,  is nothing else 

than a set of accepted beliefs, premises, axioms, assumptions, 

that form a framework for, and gives an additional meaning to 

a gesture, a word, or a sentence. Hence "different" meanings 

of the same word, for instance. 

 

Acting and Additional Meaning of a Sentence  

In acting you, as an actor, use your own invention in 

interpretations. It is the actor who gives, through his 

interpretation, that additional, unique, transcedent, muti-

contextual meaning to the sentence uttered. Without actor's 

interpretation, the sentence will only have its literary 

meaning, stripped of any depth and richness in messages. 

 

Note the uniqnuess of your own interpretation of the role. 

That should be your signature acting, that can not be repated 

by anyone. That's your original work like others' painting or 

composition or short story, poem, or a novel.  

 

In Search for Truth - Fiction Stories, Paintings, 

Music, Sculpture, Math, Physics, Art  

You can have completely fictional stories, events that have 

not happened and could not happen, events that defy physics 

laws, yet the story (or novel!) is highly entertaining, readable, 

and what is the most important, with real emotional, moral, 

ethical experiences to the reader. The same thing is with 

painting and colors used. A painting can depict completely 

fictional situation, unreal colors, yet the painting has and 

communicates real emotional, moral, ethical experiences to 

the audience. Note the contrast. Fictional story and painting 

with real messages and emotional experiences. 

 

This can confuse a scientific mind. Mathematicians and 

physicist search for real truths, analyzing world around us. 

 

Now, look at music. That's real. That's a real physical event. 

And yet real emotional experiences, as well as, with real 

messages. How about sculpture? Real thing, and real messages, 

real emotional experiences. Sculpture is in the middle area, 

apparently.  

 

So, is there any link between the two worlds in respect to truth, 

between artists and physicists? 

 

Artists look after a true emotional experiences, moral, ethical 

messages. Physicist look for truths in nature laws. They are not 

contradicting each other. They only have different focus. You 

can have a fictional story, but that story, in order to be a work 

of art, can never be illogical. Similar thing is in physics. You 

can not discover a physics law while doing any steps that may 

be illogical. Enough said :-) 

 

 

[ Truth, Fiction Stories, Paintings, Music, Sculpture, Math, 

Physics, Art ] 

 



While watching "Collateral", a movie with Tom 

Cruise and Jamie Fox  

The dialog, in a movie, serves, at least, two purposes. One is 

to enhance the main character's development. Second is to 

justify the story structure. 

 

At the beginning of the movie, the character of Annie, the 

lawyer, has to be introduced to establish the value the Max, 

cab driver (Jamie Fix) will fight for later. There is no other 

way to do it.  

 

Max had to ask Vincent (Tom Cruise) is he first time in LA 

to justify Vincent's use of the cab. 

 

Seinfeld Scripts, First and Second Season  

If you have a book Seinfeld Scripts, First and Second Season, 

you can notice that the way of writing is the same, but also, 

you can notice how the acting is different. It changed a lot 

after the Third Season. If you match that acting while reading 

the script of 1st and 2nd season, you reading can be very 

enjoyable. 

 

Hitchcock and Coen Brothers  

To appreciate Hitchock's work, you should watch Coen 

brothers movies, and see how much brilliance they have and 

yet can't match Hitchcock. 

 

Contextual meaning in story writing  

Ordinary words in extraordinary contexts. That's the key of 

exceptional writing. 

Which kind of events gives significance to ordinary events.  

 

 

Contextual Meaning and Writing  

Finding new sequence combinations with sentences that lead to 

new, targeted contextual meanings is like making inventions all 

the time. More over, those meanings are like new words, and 

belong to a new dictionary. That new dictionary is completely 

different than the dictionary that holds the words only. Imagine 

that! 

 

Even with the same sentence uttered, you may speak 

completely different language than the person you have 

conversation with. This separate language comes from the 

different contexts, sub contexts, backgrounds you are coming 

from when uttering that sentence. Hence the different 

languages.  

 


